e THE WOMEN'S CLUB AND THE BIRTH OF JACKIE ROBINSON PARK
- EL CLUB DE MUJERES Y EL NACIMIENTO DEL PARQUE JACKIE ROBINSON
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Jessie L. Carroll, Inaugural President of the Sun Village Women’s Club [ Jessie L. Carroll, Presidenta inaugural del Sun Village Women’s Club Photos courtesy of the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation Historic Photo Collection | Fotos cortesia de la Coleccion de fotografias histdricas del Departamento de Parques y Recreacion del Condado de Los Angeles

‘ ‘ Remembering the work of the Sun Village

Women’s Club to make this park a reality is Jackie Robinson Park is a testament to the Sun Village community’s steadfast self- Jackie Robinson Park es un testimonio de la firme autodeterminacion de la comunidad
important for everybody who lives here. It’s determination. A green oasis forged in the desert, this park was made possible through de Sun Village. Este parque, un oasis verde forjado en el desierto, fue posible gracias a la
an inspiring history. No matter who you are, if the intention, commitment, and care of the African American Community and leadership determinacion, el compromiso y el cuidado de la comunidad afroamericana y el liderazgo
you’re here and you’re connected to that, you'’re of the Sun Village Women’s Club. The Women’s Club has been a crucial civic and social del Sun Village Women ‘s Club. Desde sus inicios, el Club de Mujeres ha sido una fuerza
1 1 ) 1 1 . . . . . . . . . s e . . . . o . . s
i1 t.hat history, you’re in that fabric, so you can force in the community since its inception, and has played an active role in stewarding civica y social crucial en la comunidad y ha participado activamente en la gestion de
2D 151D its growth. From 1956 to 1963, the Women’s Club organized bake sales and fish dinners su crecimiento. De 1956 a 1963, el Club de Mujeres organizo ventas de pasteles y cenas
. . and made personal donations to purchase the initial three acres. The land was donated de pescado e hizo donaciones personales para comprar estos tres acres. El terreno fue

Recordar el trabajo del Club de Mujeres de : : 2 ¢

: : to the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation for a public park. donado al Departamento de Parques y Recreacion del Condado de Los Angeles para un
Sun Village para hacer realidad este parque Fici , ) , ¢ : . , , , , )
es importante para todos los que viven aqui. The park was officially dedicated in 1965, and tod.ay, residents from all generations and parque publico. El pa,rque se znayg/uro oﬁczalmen.te en 1965 y, hoy e.n dia, residentes de
Es una historia inspiradora. No importa quién backgrounds carry forward that care and commitment. todas las edades y origenes continuan con ese cuidado y compromiso.

seas, si estds aquiy estdas conectado a eso, estas
en esa historia, estas en ese tejido, asi que tu _ N

., Text by | Texto por Sue Bell Yank, Clockshop & Eric Riley, Kounkuey Design Initiative
tambien puedes hacerlo. Graphic design by / Disefio grdfico por Rachel Kim & Ross Hansen, Kounkuey Design Initiative
— James Brooks Jr.



SUN VILLAGE — A SELF BUILT TOWN
UNA CIUDAD CONSTRUIDA POR UNO MISMO

Photos courtesy of the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation Historic Photo Collection, Daria Jiles, and Peg Lee
Fotos cortesia de la coleccién de fotografias historicas del Departamento de Parques y Recreacion del condado de Los Angeles, Daria Jiles y Peg Lee

Since time immemorial, the Tataviam and their ancestors have lived in what is now Sun Village

and the southern Antelope Valley. In the late 18th century, Spanish colonialism ushered in disease,
removal, murder, and population collapse. With resilience and recovery, today’s descendants form
two tribes, the Fernandefio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians and the San Fernando Band of Mission
Indians, passionately committed to get land back and to recapture, preserve, and strengthen their
language and culture for future generations.

In the early 1940s, a group of intrepid African American families came together to survive and thrive
in that same desert, pooling their resources and skills to build a place of Black excellence in a racist
world. In 1939, Melvin Ray Grubbs, an African American attorney and real estate agent from Chicago,
partnered with the Marble family of the Sun Village Land Corporation to develop one thousand acres
of desert land. “Property for Sale in Sun Village!” The broadcast on Hunter Hancock’s popular radio
show in Los Angeles advertised properties for African Americans to build generational wealth, as
racist housing policies redlined them out of larger nearby cities. Early settlers purchased unfinished
houses and completed them by hand. They brought in gas lines, street lights, and roads. Much of the
organizing and funding necessary for these construction projects emerged from the churches of Sun
Village, which remain vital spiritual and social centers for community life.

Text by | Texto por Bruce Love, Ph.D, Sue Bell Yank, Clockshop & Eric Riley, Kounkuey Design Initiative
Graphic design [ Disefio grafico por by Rachel Kim & Ross Hansen, Kounkuey Design Initiative
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U-FINISH HOUSE

We Build On Your Clpar Level Lot
in Sun Village, Calif.

3-Bedrm. 834 34 M. The “Grande™. .. 54340
2"'“- 720 S5 P Tha “Madia”. . ... 53990
2-Bedrm. SO0 Sq. . The “Chiquits”. . 53640

COMPLETE FINANCING ... LOW TERMS

GRUBBS’ REALTY CO.

855 B AVE R, UTTLEROCK, CALIFORMIA, FALMDALE BR2IWD
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Mr.Carroll, second from the left, plants a tree with Women’s Club President Jessie Carroll (second from the right) and County Supervisor Warren Dorn (furthest right with shovel) at the park’s dedication ceremony in 1965

El sefior Carroll, segundo desde la izquierda, planta un drbol con la presidenta del Women’s Club, Jessie Carroll (segundo desde la derecha) y el supervisor del condado, Warren Dorn (extremo derecho con una pala) en la

Desde tiempos inmemoriales, los Tataviam y sus antepasados han vivido en lo que hoy es Sun Village
y el sur de Antelope Valley. A finales del siglo XVIII, el colonialismo espariol marco el comienzo de
enfermedades, expulsiones, asesinatos y colapso demogrdfico. Con resiliencia y recuperacion, los
descendientes de hoy forman dos tribus, la Banda de Indios de la Mision Fernanderio Tataviam y la
Banda de Indios de la Mision San Fernando, apasionadamente comprometidas con recuperar Sus
tierras y recuperar, preservary fortalecer su lengua y cultura para las generaciones futuras.

A principios de la década de 1940, un grupo de intrépidas familias afroamericanas se unieron para
sobreviviry prosperar en ese mismo desierto, uniendo sus recursos y habilidades para construir

un lugar de excelencia negra en un mundo racista. En 1939, Melvin Ray Grubbs, un abogado y
agente inmobiliario afroamericano de Chicago, se asocio con la familia Marble de Sun Village Land
Corporation para desarrollar mil acres de tierra desértica. “Propiedad en venta en Sun Village!” La

transmisién del popular programa de radio de Hunter Hancock en Los Angeles anunciaba propiedades

para que los afroamericanos generaran riqueza generacional, mientras las politicas de vivienda
racistas los excluian de las ciudades cercanas mas grandes. Los primeros colonos compraron casas
incompletas y las terminaron a mano. Trajeron lineas de gas, alumbrado publico y carreteras.

Gran parte de la organizacion y el financiamiento necesarios para estos proyectos de construccion

surgieron de las iglesias de Sun Village, que siguen siendo centros espirituales y sociales vitales para

la vida comunitaria.

ceremonia de dedicacion del parque en 1965

FOUNDING CHURCHES OF
I6LESIAS FUNDADORAS DE SUN VILLAGE

Sun Village Church of Christ (est. 1949)
First Community Church of Sun Village (est. 1950)

First Missionary Baptist Church / Livingstone
Cathedral of Worship (est. 1950)

Antelope Valley Church of God in Christ (est. 1952)
Memorial Church of God in Christ (est. 1953)

St John Holy Trinity AME Church (est. 1954)

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church (est. 1959)
Sun Village Seventh Day Adventist (est. 1959)
Kingdom Hall Jehovah Witness (est. 1962)
Lighthouse Church of God in Christ (est. 1966)
Seventh Day Adventist, Independent (est. 1968)
Calvary Chapel (Ministry) (Unknown)
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JACKIE ROBINSON & THE TRAILBLAZER ETHOS

Jackie Robinson at park groundbreaking in 1963 |/ Jackie Robinson en la inauguracion del parque en 1963

i

Jackie Robinson Park is the oasis of the
desert, because it’s where people came
to take that fresh drink of life.

El parque Jackie Robinson es el oasis del
desierto, porque es donde la gente viene
a tomar ese fresco trago de vida.

— Peg Lee

Y EL ESPIRITU PIONERO
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Photos courtesy of Los Angeles County CEO Photo Unit and the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation Historic Photo Collection

Fotos cortesia de la Unidad de Fotografia del Director Ejecutivo del Condado de Los Angeles y la Coleccién de Fotografias Histéricas del Departamento de Parques y Recreacién del Condado de Los Angeles

Jackie Robinson’s trailblazing life as an activist and athlete resonates with the Sun
Village ethos and continues to inspire the community. Raised in Pasadena, Robinson
was the first African American to play Major League Baseball, and his 10-season career
included six World Series and the 1955 title. Off the field, he was a cultural icon and an
active leader in the civil rights movement. In the early 60s, Robinson was approached
by an old friend, Dr. William Shaw, on behalf of the Sun Village Women’s Club to dedicate
the first park named in his honor. Robinson arrived in Sun Village on June 16, 1965,

for the dedication celebration, creating beloved memories for many Sun Village elders.
His tenacious ethos has resonated across generations in Sun Village, the home of
pioneering Black aerospace engineers, scholars, high-ranking military officers, and
self-made entrepreneurs. Here, Robinson has become a symbol of self-determination

and excellence.

Text by | Texto por Sue Bell Yank, Clockshop & Eric Riley, Kounkuey Design Initiative
Graphic design by [/ Disefio grdfico por Rachel Kim & Ross Hansen, Kounkuey Design Initiative

La innovadora vida de Jackie Robinson como activista y atleta resuena con el espiritu
de Sun Village y continua inspirando a la comunidad. Criado en Pasadena, Robinson fue
el primer afroamericano en jugar en las Grandes Ligas de Béisbol, y su carrera de 10
temporadas incluyo seis Series Mundiales y el titulo de 1955. Fuera del campo, fue un icono
cultural y un lider activo en el movimiento de derechos civiles. A principios de los afios
60, un viejo amigo, el Dr. William Shaw, se acerco a Robinson en nombre del Sun Village
Women’s Club para dedicar el primer parque nombrado en su honor. Robinson llegod a
Sun Village el 16 de junio de 1965 para la celebracion de dedicacion, creando recuerdos
entrariables para muchos ancianos de Sun Village. Su tenaz ética ha resonado a lo largo
de las generaciones en Sun Village, el hogar de ingenieros aeroespaciales, academicos,
oficiales militares de alto rango y emprendedores pioneros negros. Aqui Robinson se ha
convertido en un simbolo de autodeterminacion y excelencia.




A RISTORY OF CELEBRATION ,
UNA HISTORIA DE CELEBRACION

LOMTEAT WINMER for iha perattiss] Photos by
sdiuma Bl Jetkia Pobinkee Parky

alluwaen cosfume  parsds  was Frid Canpaniar
fusana Bryar cdeassed ai 1P "'tha

o by '

_— Lhﬁww ;
——

77 (i G V of
EYA< . B as

community to get a park that provided so
much safe space. Since most lots are pretty big,
it’s not about just the space, but the activities
that can take place in the park. Safe space is a
huge thing.

‘ ‘ It was a lot of hard work for the local

Fue un arduo trabajo para la comunidad
local conseguir un parque que brindara tanto
espacio seguro. Dado que la mayoria de los
lotes son bastante grandes, no se trata solo del
espacio, sino tambieén de las actividades que
se pueden realizar en el parque. El espacio
seguro es algo enorme.

— Ana Quiles
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Photos courtesy of Jackie Robinson Park, Daria Jiles, Peg Lee, James Brooks Sr., and Eric Riley | Fotos cortesia de Jackie Robinson Park, Daria Jiles, Peg Lee, James Brooks Sr. y Eric Riley

The park’s groundbreaking was a momentous occasion for Black joy, laying the
foundation for a space that would become an oasis for community celebration. Since
the 1960s the park has been home to one of the county’s largest and longest running
Juneteenth celebrations. Celebrated on June 19th, its name a play on the date’s
pronunciation, the holiday celebrates the day in 1865 when Union troops arrived in
Galveston, Texas, to announce the freedom of 250,000 enslaved Black Americans. Since
the park’s inception, the evolving community in Sun Village has used the space to host
events large and small, from the lauded Miss Sun Village pageant to Cinco De Mayo
celebrations, boxing tournaments, and drill team competitions. These celebrations
maintain the park’s legacy of providing joyous spaces for all, drawing generations of
current and former Sun Village residents to the park.

Text by [ Texto por Sue Bell Yank, Clockshop & Eric Riley, Kounkuey Design Initiative
Graphic design by / Disefio grdfico por Rachel Kim & Ross Hansen, Kounkuey Design Initiative

Miss Sun Village at the 2000 Juneteenth Parade | Miss Sun Village en el Desfile del Juneteenth de 2000

La inauguracion del parque fue una ocasion trascendental para la alegria de la
comunidad negra, ya que sento las bases de un espacio que se convertiria en un oasis
para la celebracion comunitaria. Desde la década de 1960, el parque ha sido sede de
una de las celebraciones del Juneteenth mas grandes y de mayor duracion del condado.
Celebrada el 19 de junio, su nombre un juego de palabras con la fecha, la festividad
celebra el dia de 1865 en que las tropas de la Union llegaron a Galveston, Texas, para
anunciar la libertad de 250.000 afroamericanos esclavizados. Desde el inicio del parque,
la comunidad en evolucion de Sun Village ha utilizado el espacio para albergar eventos
grandes y pequenios, desde el elogiado concurso de Miss Sun Village hasta celebraciones
del Cinco de Mayo, torneos de boxeo y competencias de equipos de ejercicios. Estas
celebraciones mantienen el legado del parque de brindar espacios alegres para todos,
atrayendo generaciones de residentes actuales y anteriores de Sun Village al parque.




STEWARDS OF THE PARK’S LEGACY
ADMINISTRADORES DEL LEGADO DE PARQUE

Jalisa Burton, Alexis Brooks, and Saren Scott at the 2022 Juneteenth Celebration | Jalisa Burton, Alexis Brooks y Saren Scott en la celebracién del Juneteenth 2022 Photos courtesy of Stella Kalinina, Jackie Robinson Park, Peg Lee, Jalisa Burton, and Eric Riley |/ Fotos cortesia de Stella Kalinina, Jackie Robinson Park, Peg Lee, Jalisa Burton y Eric Riley

‘ ‘ The history of Sun Village is the The personal archiving efforts of park staff and dedicated community members have Los esfuerzos personales de archivo de los empleados del parque y los dedicados miembros
history of the Antelope Valley and the kept Jackie Robinson Park’s beautiful history alive. Steward organizations like the Sun de la comunidad han mantenido viva la hermosa historia del Parque Jackie Robinson.
history of America...[it] should be sung Village Women’s Club, Sun Village Semper Fidelis Society, Friends of Jackie Robinson Organizaciones de mayordomos como Sun Village Women’s Club, Sun Village Semper
throughout the valley. Park, the Sun Village Chamber of Commerce, Sun Village Park Association, Sun Village Fidelis Society, Friends of Jackie Robinson Park, Sun Village Chamber of Commerce, Sun

Masons, the Jolly Seniors, and the Sun Village Town Council have tirelessly dedicated Village Park Association, Sun Village Masons, Jolly Seniors y Sun Village Town Council
La historia de Sun Village es la historia themselves to maintaining the park’s vibrancy. This signage trail is a monument to their han dedicado incansablemente ellos mismos para mantener la vitalidad del parque.
del Valle del Antilope y la historia de effort, honoring not only the physical archives residents collected but the memories Este sendero de orientacion es un monumento a sus esfuerzos, y rinde homenaje no solo
Estados Unidos... [deberia] ser cantada that sustained and spread the incredible story of the park and Sun Village. Their work a los archivos fisicos que recopilaron los residentes, sino también a los recuerdos que
en todo el valle. was recognized in 2022, when the park was designated a Los Angeles County Historical sustentaron y difundieron la increible historia del parque y Sun Village. Su trabajo fue
Landmark, formally codifying the years-long endeavor to bring the first park in the reconocido en 2022, cuando el parque fue designado Monumento Historico del Condado
— James Brooks Sr. nation named for Jackie Robinson to its rightful status as a space of importance to de Los Angeles, codificando formalmente el esfuerzo de afios para llevar el primer parque
Southern California and the nation. del pais que lleva el nombre de Jackie Robinson a su estatus legitimo como espacio de
Text by | Texto por Sue Bell Yank, Clockshop & Eric Riley, Kounkuey Design Initiative importancia para el sur de California y la nacion.

Graphic design by / Disefio grdfico por Rachel Kim & Ross Hansen, Kounkuey Design Initiative



