
A collaboration between Clockshop 
and California State Parks to activate 
an 18-acre former rail yard along the 
Los Angeles River.

Clockshop



SITE HISTORY                                                              

The site was deeded from the city of Los Angeles 
to Southern Pacific Railroad in 1873. For most of 
the 20th century, it operated as part of a 247-acre 
switching facility. California State Parks purchased the 
land in 2003.  Today, the Bowtie Project is an import-
ant part of LA River revitalization.

The first Bowtie Project artwork was unveiled in 
March 2014.

THE IDEA                                                                      

In 2014, California State Parks invited Clockshop to 
curate site-specific artworks and public programs on 
an 18-acre LA River adjacent former rail yard that will 
one day become a public park. The land was nick-
named “the Bowtie” because of its distinctive shape. 

How can we use this site to inspire artists and future 
park visitors alike?

What is the Bowtie Project?

Clockshop is an arts &  
culture non-profit located  
in Frogtown, the community  
directly across the river from 
the Bowtie. 

to learn more about past and upcoming 
performances, artworks and events at 
the Bowtie Project including our twice 
yearly LA River Campouts! 

visit clockshop.org 



Where is the  
Bowtie Project?

THE BOWTIE PROJECT IS LOCATED  
ON THE BANKS OF THE LA RIVER IN  
A "SOFT-BOTTOM" SECTION KNOWN  
AS THE GLENDALE NARROWS. THE 
SITE IS BORDERED TO THE NORTHEAST 
BY ACTIVE RAILROAD TRACKS AND TO 
THE SOUTH BY THE 41-ACRE TAYLOR 
YARD PARCEL, G2.

Approximate Address: 
2800 Casitas Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90039

The Bowtie Project is in the Glassell Park neighborhood, 
adjacent to Atwater Village and Cypress Park.

LINK TO MAP FILES

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/aow3sy3m9yxj15y/AABrCE-xD3Qx4R87gUP4zibka?dl=0


What is the Bowtie Project  
Education Program?

This program is designed to introduce students to 
new ways of thinking about art and the enviornment. 
The Clockshop education team uses Visual Thinking 
Strategies to encourage student-driven site explora-
tion, discussion-based processing, and creative  
response.

The program offers teachers many options for 
engagement. Types of experiences include one-day 
site visits led by park rangers and artists, multi-day 
units inspired by a single Bowtie artist project, and 
guided site exploration. 

             ALL PROGRAMS CAN BE ADAPTED TO
             MEET CURRICULUM NEEDS.

 • Minimum of 12 students to schedule a field trip.

 •  Clockshop does not offer LA River or environmental 
education programs exclusively; all programs focus 
on the intersection of art and the environment.  
 
Please visit our friends at FOLAR to learn more about 
LA River-specific opportunities.

LA River School Art Students, 
Spring 2014

For more information on 
curriculums, transportation 
support, or to schedule a 
fieldtrip, contact:

Mackenzie 
Hoffman 
Education & Outreach 
Coordinator
mackenzie@clockshop.org



THE UNFINISHED
Michael Parker, 2014

The Unfinished is a 137-foot obelisk shaped excava-
tion that is a to-scale replica of an Ancient Egyptian 
archeological site known as "The Unfinished Obe-
lisk." Other artists, such as Katie Grinnan and Rafa 
Esparza, have staged performances on the obelisk.

What will you see at 
the Bowtie Project?



LA RIVER 
INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE 

PROGRAM
Rosten Woo, 2014–2015

The LA River Interpretive Signage Program is a 
collection of bilingual signage that fits into the 
California State Parks model of historical and 
natural interpretive signage. Three signs de-
scribe some of the ecological and governmental 
processes relevant to the Bowtie Project site. In 
addition, a narrative walk leads viewers through 
the site, identifying points of interest and spec-
ulation. Visitors can take the walk by borrowing a 
pamphlet from a box on site or by following along 
via an audio guide at bowtiewalk.org.

What will you see at 
the Bowtie Project?

Right: Larchmont Village Girl 
Scouts Troop 459, Spring 2014



What will you see at 
the Bowtie Project?

CON/SAFOS
Rafa Esparza, 2015

C/S or Con/Safos is a site-specific sculpture 
and revolving installation. The work is com-
prised of two intersecting walls built from 
handmade adobe bricks created by Esparza 
and his family. Over the course of 2015,  
graffiti artists, painters, and sculptors have 
been invited to design, paint, and build onto 
the surface of Con/Safos. 

TEMPORARY

Right: artwork by graffiti artist Jaime "Vyal" Reyes 
and sculptor Timo Fahler



VIEWING PLATFORM
AND FIRE PIT

Woodbury Architecture + Civic Engagement Center 
(ACE Center) Students, 2014

Throughout Fall 2014, undergraduate and graduate 
architecture students participated in a design  
studio that focused on enhancing public facilities  
at the Bowtie. Resulting structures include a river-
front viewing pod made from reclaimed steel and  
an inground fire pit with removable seat backs.

What will you see at 
the Bowtie Project?

NEW ACE PROJECT COMING 2016



LA RIVER

The Bowtie Project sits along the Glendale Narrows, 
a soft-bottom portion of the approximate 51 mile 
long Los Angeles River. A walk down the channel-
ized banks puts visitors right at the edge of one of 
the most lush and vibrant natural ecosystems along 
the river today. This section of the once neglected 
waterway is slated to receive up to $1 billion dollars 
towards restoration of the riparian habitat.

What Else is There
To Discover?

Right: Sotomayor Learning  Academies  
9th Grade Students, Spring 2015



What Else is There
To Discover?

NATIVE PLANTS + WILDLIFE

The Bowtie Project contains a variety of native 
plants, many of which are representative of LA’s 
early flora. In a patch of dirt between the river bank 
and the flat land grows California Buckwheat, White 
Sage, Bush Sunflower, and Yerba Santa. Coyote 
Brush, Mule Fat, and Elderberry trees grow through-
out the flat lands of the site, and in the river bottom 
is a smorgasbord of non-native and invasive vegeta-
tion including Willows and Fountain Grass. A variety 
of creatures such as cottontail rabbits, ground  
squirrels and mice call the Bowtie home. In 2015, 
game cameras were placed on site to learn more  
about Coyotes, who are known to roam the site at 
night. Herons and Egrets, Cormorants, Ducks,  
Sandpipers, Flycatchers and Raptors are just some 
of the purported 300 species of birds that use the 
LA River and the adjacent area throughout the year. 
Spring and Summer brings many Swallows, while 
year-round birds include the Black-necked Stilts  
and Killdeer, both of which nest on the concrete 
river banks.

Plant & wildlife information courtesy of 
our friends at the National Park Service.

Oaks School Students 
with NPS Ranger, Fall 2015



HISTORIC STRUCTURES

Roundhouse: Measuring 95 feet in diameter, the 
large circular structure known as the Roundhouse 
was used by Southern Pacific railroad to service 
trains and locomotives. CA State Parks has deemed 
this structure historically relevant and is committed 
to its preservation. Rail Yard Ruins: The Bowtie site 
was decommissioned as a train yard in 1996. The site 
is littered with structural detritus, such as building 
foundations, sign frames, and an oil well derrick.

What Else is There
To Discover?

Right: Sotomayor Learning  Academies  
9th Grade Students, Spring 2015



Clockshop
2806 Clearwater Street
Los Angeles, CA 90039
info@clockshop.org
323.522.6014
@clockshopla | #clockshopla | #bowtieproject

Funding provided by California State Parks Foundation.
Clockshop is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization.

"THE KIDS HAD A GREAT TIME [AT THE BOWTIE]. THEY DESCRIBED IT AS MIND-OPENING AND 
INSPIRATIONAL. OUR TEACHERS WERE REALLY HAPPY WITH THE ACTIVITIES AND THE TIME
THEY GOT TO SPEND OUTSIDE, DISCOVERING WHAT IS SO CLOSE TO OUR CLASSROOMS."

RAMSES MARTINEZ, ART TEACHER, LA RIVER SCHOOL

Clockshop


